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[bookmark: _GoBack]The trial and sentence of Socrates remains a perplexing issue even to date. At the age of 70 years, Greek Philosopher Socrates was forced to appear before 500 jurors in the court of the Athenians. Socrates was on trial for two charges, one was corrupting the minds of the youths with his beliefs and secondly for impiety (Linder, 2002). The beliefs of this great philosopher where against the myths and believes of the Greeks, he believed that if the gods were to be really gods, then they must be good.  Socrates did not believe in the Greek envious and self centered Gods.
Socrates was an anti- democrat, his opinion against democrats had made he very unfamiliar among his fellow Athenians. Socrates anti-democratic influence on his students such as Alcibiades and Critias led to a series of terror periods characterized by executions, property looting and exiles as they and they tyranny, tried to overthrow the democratic government severally. 
Martyrdom is death for an idea. Socrates was one of the first few philosophers to face philosophical martyrdo.hhe died for his ideas against democratic views and his idea of the good Gods. His death saw a new growth in prosperity in his beliefs (Gottlieb, Monk, & Raphael, 1997). According to Josiah, Socrates choose to die, he chose to die for his city and his views and for freedom of speech and opinion. 
The political culture of the Athenians required of each individual a strong commitment in its civic responsibility. This strong civic commitment of Socrates to his culture is what caused his death; by trying to justify the savage programme of Junta who was a traitor and a terrible misrule (Linder, 2002).Socrates actions were out of his desire to better his community, hence they were actions of a civilly responsible citizen. He was presented with a choice rather the suicide, he would instead go to exile but Socrates decided to stay and take whatever punishment he was given, he as a citizen who respects the Athenian law saw it unnecessary to escape from prison and a breach of the law. During his trial, Socrates was intrinsically motivated by his civic commitment that was tightly embedded in his heart that is why he neither remained silent, allowed his friends to defend him nor tried to strongly defend himself.  Socrates did not want his efforts to change the lives of his fellow Athenians to be of no value (Gottlieb, Monk, & Raphael, 1997). He finally took the hemlock poison as a sign of courage, commitment, engagement and respects for his ideas, freedom of speech and beliefs and this was this was the perfect epitome of martyrdom. 
According to the apology of Plato, Socrates was not opposed to the democratic government, but he rather saw that the Athenians were driven by materialism and this was not in his definition of a perfect republic. The fact that he wanted a government that epitomized morals and good principle, makes in a martyr in his own accord (Irwin, 1989).
Socrates was a good citizen and strongly opposed how democratic Athenian government was carrying out its operations. Socrates ideas led to a period of terror as the tyranny tried to overcome the democratic government. Socrates emphasized on how the democratic government was benefitting few individuals who were self centered evil traitors such as Juntos.  As an anti democrat, Socrates taught his idea of an ideal government, he also believed that voting was not a random intuition but rather a skill (Irwin, 1989). According to Socrates voters voted without any civic education and thus ended up doing so foolishly.
Socrates was also greatly opposed to Oligarchy a major feature of the Athenian government. He criticized the government official’s indifference in virtue creation, greed for materials and money, misuse of their power, betrayal and failure to uphold the law. Socrates opposed the failure of top Athenian generals to find the bodies of those who died in the battle against Sparta, he further refused to help in the arrest and execution of civic disobedient Leon of Salamis (Irwin, 1989).
Socrates interpretation of his trial as martyrdom is the most plausible. This owes to the fact the he was fighting for the good of the society and his death as a reflection of the wrong that the Athenian democratic government propagated. His trial was politically influenced, less emphasis were laid on the evidence provided.  According to Plato’s Apology, Socrates decided to die for what he believed in, what he had been fighting foe and for the freedom of speech. In his final speech Socrates said that he wasn’t willing to change even if it would cost him to die many times, this exemplifies a martyr’s willingness to die for his cause. Socrates advocacy for the importance of the mind rather than money and physical allure is what earned him the trial.  Further, Socrates trial can be viewed as a way to get back to him for his tyranny that fought the oligarchic misrule of Juntos and thus Socrates didn’t deserve to die.
The two interpretations of Socrates trial are incompatible. The anti-democracy interpretation views Socrates as an irresponsible citizen who wants to corrupt the mind of the youth, that beds to terror, exiles and execution and who has no respect at all for the Athenian jealous gods.  On the other hand, the martyrdom interpretation of Socrates trail view his strong believe and loyalty as citizen trying to defend his city from, a few self centered, materialistic and morally wicked persons is what led to his trial and later punitive suicidal death (West & Platon, 1979)
Socrates strongly believed in citizen’s duty to obey the law, vote wisely, and be of good values and an ideal government led by individuals who are not only interested with money (West & Platon, 1979).
His view, his desire for the utmost good of his fellow Athens all contract the anti democratic picture painted by the politically influenced jury during his trial that viewed him as big threat to success and the future as a result of the ideas he was teaching the youth.
Socrates presentation during his trial has left many perplexed. Socrates a great philosopher does not sufficiently defend hi self in court. He rather condemns the Meletus and points its hypocritical support for youth education, he further makes jokes about his usefulness to them and tells them that they should be giving him free meals. Although throughout his trail, Socrates is presented with chances to prove his innocence, he chooses not to but rather presents a philosophical speech to the juries who became furious and sentenced him to death.
In a nut shell, Socrates was tried for;  failing to respects the jealous and self-centered Athenian Gods and importing and worshiping his own deities and secondly for being an anti democrat and corrupting the youth with his anti democratic views and beliefs. Socrates trial can be interpreted as s martyrdom or as an antidemocratic trial. His martyrdom is depicted in his utmost wish and search for an ideal government that has the people’s needs at heart and his constant efforts to better the lives of his fellow Athens. On the other hand, his antidemocratic views and trial to build tyrannies to overthrow the government earned his trial. Based on argument presented in this essay, Socrates died as a martyr because he died for cause.
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